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:/' By EDWIN McDOWELL
Speciel 0 The New Yort Times
WASHINGTON, May 28 — A full-
Page advertisement in the publishers’
catalogue callg it the book of “‘a new
m 'ol mgogwng." But “One B%a'n's
' ary Hart campaign biog-
raphy that wa? set for publication in
September, has been canceled by wil-
llam Morrow & Company, -
"~ It could have been a lot worse,”
said a Morrow official attending the
convention here of the American

Booksellers Association. “'If the Hart

publicity had broken a couple of
months later we would have had to
remainder the book, rather than just
cancel the contract.” .

Mr. Hart's withdrawa! from the
;race for the 1988 Democratic Pres}-
‘dential nomination after disclosures
about a relationship with a Miami
model has been the subject of occa-
‘sional jokes at the convention, which
'concludes its four-day (rade show on
Tuesday. But, otherwise, politics has
been low on the agenda of many of the
120,000 publishers and booksiore own-
ers who gathered in this city that
lives and breathes politics.

Gane for the Hotiday

“1 came here for books, not politics
or politicians,” said Edward Morrow
Jr,, owner of Northshire Bookstore in
Manchester Center, Vt, echoing a
widely held sentiment,

It is probably just as well, since ak
most every politician who could do so
left town for the holiday weekend.

Practically alone in hoiding down

fort was Representative Claude
:;:po;.h a Florida DEmocnt whose
raphy, “Pepper: Eyewiltness (o a

\" written with Hays Gorey,

will be published this Tall. At a recep-
tion Sunday night, Mr. Pepper sang

the praises of his publisher, Hart-
anovich, .

m}‘ Brt?: o~ agresable relation-
4 ll. m
ship I've ever had,” he said. *'1 wish
and the Rujes Committee
od as smoothly.” .

Former Representative Thomas P.
O’Neill Jr. was also in town,

the flesh for aimost two hours Sunday

Caucus Room in

the Capitol on behalf of his forthcom-

ing memoir, of the House* with
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book at the convention, posed for a

photograph outside the Washington Convention Center.

‘One Mari’s Luck,’
by Gary Hart, has
been canceled.
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Republicans also had their in-
nings. At a M'l party for Art

41 ONe A Mr. ancy
_ gm d the slightly abashed Robert
Strauss, former chairman of the
Democratic Nationa) Commitiee,
with the news, “I'm a Republican.”
The relative absence of political
books for publication this fal] may

have to do with a puhlishing maxim-

thnmehboouaromky' if relea
80 close 0 a major political c::':

paign, when there is saturation news

coverage of the candidates.

There are other risks as well. In the
1960's, W. W. Norton published s book
Rompney, the former Gov-
emor of Michigan who was seeking
blican nomination.
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**One week before publication,” re.

called Donald S. Lamm, Norton's
chairman, “Romney came back from
Vietnam and said he had been brain-

From that moment on the
hu::r was abaolutely dead in the
water.”
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